
 

February 15, 2022 

Dear CES Families: 

 We started planning for some fun events at the end of the year.  We hope for an 
outside concert to showcase our CES Chorus.  Ms. Salisbury recently started our 3 and 4th 
grade CES chorus.  In May every year, we have a Celebration of the Arts, which will also 
include an art show.  The PTO and the Office are planning family fun nights at the end of 
the year as well! 

 On January 31st, we celebrated our monthly spirit day.  The theme was sports and 
many team colors and logos were displayed.   This month’s spirit day is on Monday, 
February 28th.  We will wear red for Heart Health!  For this month’s accolade, we are 
celebrating honesty.   

 In January, we focused on the CES attribute of Responsibility, specifically Student 
Pride in Work.  We showcased student work and praised students for effort.  58 students 
received an accolade this month.  While families were happy to hear about the accolades, 
they miss our assemblies.  In the past accolades winners were honored at our student led 
assemblies.   We hope to bring them back next year! 

 We celebrate our students and their honesty in Restorative Circles.  As we 
sometimes face peer conflict, the students join with an adult to talk about what happened 
and how to make it better.   They reflect back that they like talking this way; it is a safe 
place to talk about feelings.     

 Our Principal’s Advisory Committee started up again this month after a few years’ 
hiatus.  Our focus this spring is on CES core values.  A family survey went out regarding our 
core values of responsibility, respect, honesty, kindness, and safety.  In general, families 
support these values and some good suggestions for other attributes such as perseverance 
and empathy were received.  In our meetings, Mr. Kolodziej, led an activity in which 
matched our character values with the student characteristics described in Canterbury 
2030—a vision for what we want our 8th grade students to experience and demonstrate.  

 Our teachers are putting their professional development into action this month as 
they give the DRA3, a reading level assessment, to their students as part of our mid year 
assessment cycle.   Students across the building are testing on grade level achievement 
measures as well as I-Ready for Grades 1-4.   

 Our PK team has recently taking on-line workshops in the following topics: 
diversity, equity, autism, and ADHD.   The CT registry is a database that keeps track of all 
early childhood professionals in the state.  Part of the website is dedicated to training and 
we have found the workshops to be varied and relevant.   

 Varied topics are planned for our February 18th professional development 
day.  We will continue our math focused workshops, with Ms. Aforismo, our Math 
Interventionist leading two workshops designed to increase our vertical alignment from 
one grade level to the next.  Mrs. Dean will offer a workshop in data collection and analysis 
using I-Ready data.  Pupil Services will offer workshops for para professionals and 
teachers.  In the afternoon, we will have the opportunity to engage in required training 
about sexual harassment.   



  Our safety committee met this week and reviewed our safety drill protocols.   
Trooper Konow, one of our CES parents,  joined us as we discussed them.   With our new 
phone system, the focus for February as far as safety goes, is to make sure that staff knows 
how to access the intercom with the new system.   While we have already practiced “shelter 
in place” drills, we will now practice lock down drills.  Teachers excel in explaining these 
drills to students in ways that match their age and level of understanding.    

  We have two curricular committees currently working diligently to review a math 
curriculum and a phonics program.   Teachers meet often with our chairs of these 
committees, Ms. Aforismo and Mrs. Bahre, respectively, to review the strengths and 
weaknesses of the curricular materials of various programs.  Thank you for the efforts of 
these teachers! 

 The CT Storytellers are beginning their winter cycle of visits to our PK, K and 
Grade 1 Classrooms.  This program greatly supports our literacy efforts.  

 Our teachers are reviewing that data from the winter cycle of assessment, and 
how students are progressing.   This time of year is very important as we focus on learning 
as much as we can.  Thank you to all students and families for your focus on learning and 
growing! 

 Here is a picture of CES Staff. We sent it to the students and staff of Norwich Free 
Academy to remind them how much they matter.  You matter, too! Thank you for your 
dedication to the education of your children.   

 


