Dr. Helen Baldwin Middle School

«»RespectsResponsibilitysCommunity«
* 45 Westminster Road, Canterbury, CT 06331 * Phone: 860-546-9421 * Fax: 860-546-6289 *

January 14, 2022

Good afternoon,

Happy Friday BMS families! Please see the following important information below:

® A reminder that progress report/UA report cards will be on Tuesday, January 18. As a reminder, we will
no fonger be printing progress reports. On the day of progress reports, all teacher grades will be fully
updated and comments will be put in Power School where appropriate, but a printed progress report will
not be sent home. We will continue to print and send home end-of-term report cards. You will receive a
printed report card that has final grades for the semester one Unified Arts classes. Again, it will not have
mid-trimester grades for core classes. Those will be fully up-to-date on Powerschool. We will also be
sending home second-semester schedules for students so that when they return to school on our first day
of the second semester, they will know where they are going and what new unified arts classes they
have.

¢ A reminder that next Monday, January 17, is Martin Luther King Jr. Day. There will be no school on that
day. As MLK Day is a national day of service, consider ways to engage your student in community
service around Canterbury!

e Attached to this message, please find a copy of the January BMS Newsletter.

¢ The PTO is extending our pizza sale through Tuesday, January 18. Please find another order form for
Little Ceasar’s attached to this message.

¢ Finally, please have a conversation with your students about the importance of Friday Folder
communications coming home. I have heard many concerns about students not having important
information from Friday folders and in discussing the concern with staff, there is a sense that students
are taking communications and then throwing them out instead of bringing them home. We will continue
to do our best to also make Friday Folder communications digital where possible,

Thank you Baldwin community and have a great weekend. As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you
have any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Mr. Dukette
Principal, Dr. Helen Baldwin Middle School
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ALL GRADES: Continue to develop their typing skills on www.typlng.com and
have been encouraged lo practice at home 10-15 minutes every day if they have
the time. Encourage your child to use the home row and good posture when
practicing at homel

5th Grade- Students have been finalizing thelr robofics unit projects with Dash and
Dot our two programmable robots. Students are challenged to move dash to and
from a specific location in the room to another and program Dot to sing a song!

Ty

Design a virtval brid;
Learn about engineering,

Check out the
Technology website for more information at:
https://sites.google.com/canterburypublicschools.ora/dhbmstechnolo ebsite/home

Both Symphonic and Concert Band strive for excellence as they receive
their full repertoire for their concert in the spring!

Heads Up: We are re-making our official Music Program Website, to be up and running by NEXT newsletter. Stay frosty!




Skills we are working on: % E
Qd  Bumping and Setting

4 Serving
Q Rotations
\ 2 Strategies

Don't forget! Your Unified
Arts (“Specials”) classes
switch over next
Wednesday!
WOOOO00OHO0000!

IN OTHER NEWS: For the fourth time

this year, students in Physical Education are
peer teaching other students skills
pertaining to the current unit of volleyball!
Some things students are working on is
providing other students with visual and
verbal instructions, as well as
peer-monitoring others to provide them with
congruent and positive feedback!
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o, e 5th Grade-We are looking at why airplanes can not fly to space.
= Air pressure effects the way we fly. On Mars the atmosphere is

thinner, so Jet Propulsion Labs worked with NASA to create the

e Ingenuity Helicopter in 2020. We tested our own paper

Sabaresss helicopters in class.

VIDEO LINK: MARS HELICOPTER ENGENUITY

6th Grade- After researching atoms and molecules, students are
researching an element of their choice. They are creating an artistically,
informative poster starring a character who highlights the physical and
chemical properties of their element. Here is a sample for Mercury-Hg.




Social Studies Grades 5 & 6
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. Revolutionary War. We are now approaching the
. writing and signing of The Declaration of
. Independence.
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=mia Grade 6: Students are learning about Central

America and the island nations of the Caribbean.
Central The western side of Central America is part of
America  The Ring of Fire”, with more than 70 active
volcanoes. The lesser antilles of the Caribbean
also have 21 active volcanoes.

Colombia

GRADE § READING AND> WRITING
Simple strategies for creating strong readers (part 1)

1. Let your child choose what to read.

2. Talk about what they are reading, what was their favorite part so far?

3. If your child is struggling or bored with a book, let them put it down and
maybe pick another.

4. Subscribe to a magazine that interests them.

In reading class, students will
continue to work in stations
focusing on plot, text structure,
and theme. In a few weeks,
students will take the iready
diagnostic test which will measure
their progress from September.

In writing class, students will finish
the poetry unit and will be
introduced to opinion writing
focusing on the organizational
structure of an opinion piece.




Ay, We are essentially writing
about reading. This will lead to comparing and contrasting essays. We
will be working on this for the next few weeks. Sixth grade readers are
currently tackling the novels of Jerry Spinelli, Lois Lowry, and Margaret
Peteron Haddix. Some students are reading Maniac Magee, others are
reading Number the Stars, and others are reading Among the Hidden.
Each book has different themes and issues. We’ve discussed myth,
legend, and legacy and how they are different. We’ve discussed the
Holocaust and we have discussed the population control in reference to
the novels. Students are eager to continue reading. Please encourage
your 6th grader reader to read!
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To start the new year, seventh graders have been

exploring addition and subtraction of positive and ;‘_i
negative numbers using number lines, chip +06 !

counters, and previous number sense. Using a tool : >

such as a number line gives students an important | | | I l | { | |’
visual representation of the outcome of integer 0123 465 6 7 8

addition or subtraction. Students also discovered
that subtracting is the same as adding the opposite
of a number!

Simplify and Solve %M_S
— Eighth grade students have begun a study of
'.U“E‘m' 3;:f::'»;':;3” solving equations using opposite operations. We
Dstibutve  \ / ) began with simple one-step equations, and have
Proparty 7x _-i =33 built up our skills to include using Distributive
L7y ied 23 22 property, combining like terms, and inverse
S Dl owse X -3;'*- operations to solve complex multi-step equations!
Operations We will continue to work with equations, before
moving into Functions next month.

Saventh and 8th grade students have finished the unit on Cell Parts and Functions. Students have looked at Elodea, a leaf
of an aquarium plant, to watch chloroplasts tumble along the cell wall (pictured below on the right). They were able to see
photesynthesis in action!! Additionally, Students observed cheek cells and onion cells, creating some amazing cell
drawings. Students are now understanding how the cell membrane functions through observing bubbles. Ask your student
about The Bubble Lab! This month we will be starting out unit on genetics!!
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Grade 7 and 8 Social Studies
Mr. Durham

7th Grade: 7¢th graders are continuing our coverage of the continent of Africa.
We have been focusing on precolonial Africa. Students created a climate map
of Africa, learned some vocabulary and basic cultural concepts related to
Africa, and then created and analyzed a slideshow on different pre colonial
cultures. Next we will study the impact of the slave trade and imperialism on
Africa.

8th Grade: 8th graders finished our coverage of the US Constitution. We analyzed
primary sources on the Federalist Papers, analyzed the Bill of Rights, and did
a mock Supreme Court Debate. Students are currently completing a
newspaper project on the Constitution and will then move on to the first
presidents.

Spanish -7 & 8

7th grade- We will continue our unit on school. Our projects on school schedules are due early this
month. By mid month we will finish up our unit.

8th grade- We will continue our unit on scbool :'a,'_‘n_d review grammar points as well as verbs and
subjects. We will learn about irregular verb‘[s and end our unit by mid to late month.

All students should be consistently reviewing their vocabulary packet every day (as little as 5 min),
even on days where we don’t have assigned homework.




Reading / Writing - 7th Grade

Seventh graders are doing a great job with
their Independent Reading! Every time they
finish a class book or an independent reading
book, they add a link to our book chain. We are
already a quarter of the way around the room.
= As a group, we are reading Linda Sue Park’s
: hovel, A Long Walk to Water, based on a true
story about the water crisis in Sudan.

In Writing, students are completing their
Independent Information pieces. Far-ranging
and fascinating topics include squirrels, hedgehogs, dogs, hamsters, judo, dance, the
inventor of electronic television, soccer controversies, how to build a motocross jump,
how to build a tree fort, and how to buy a truck! For the upcoming Publication
Celebration, we decided to create a digital document containing all 54 of the pieces.
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P 8th grade

Eighth graders took a one-week break from Second Step
classes to create amazing snowmen for our Door Decorating
Competition. (Shout out to Mrs. McQuade's Homeroomers for
winning in Grade 8!)

During the month of January, 8th graders will complete the
Bullying and Harassment Unit by learning strategies to prevent
and disrupt bullying and harassment.

By the end of January, students will begin Unit 3: Thoughts,
Emotions, and Decisions. The first class examines how stress
and anxiety impacts students’ lives.

Mrs. Zuckerman’s Rectangle

ﬂMww%m&‘igﬂM&gMM!




Please complele and return the Permission to Register form as soon as possible. This is a very
important first step to high school decisions and registration. Parenis received several
communications about this form. Please confact me if you need help accessing if.

NFA registration has begun. If you have not created an account to begin the process and
need help, let me know.

Woodstock Academy will have a parent information night in person and virtually. If your
student will be attending Woodstock, | encourage you to attend one of these sessions
to learn about the registration process. Parents were sent communication on how to
access these information sessions.

Student Success Planning

STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES WORKED ON GOAL SETTING IN ACADEMIC, CAREER AND SOCTAL EMOTIONAL AREAS
JTHAND §TH GRADERS TOOK CAREER SURVEYS THAT LEAD THEM 10 AREAS OF INTERESTS AND STRENGTHS
ALL GRADES WILL CONTENUE TO WORK ON CAREER DEVELOPMENT IN THE COMING MONTHS

COPRET

Boy, 2022 has already been a busy year! With our first snowstorm of the year, and our work to keep our
students healthy and in school, 2022 is off and running.

Each year, January offers us a unique opportunity to reset ourselves, to set new personal goals, and to work to
better ourselves. As we settle into a new year, think of ways in which you can work with your students to set
resolutions for improvement around our school’s core values: Respect, Responsibility, and Community.

Respect- Discuss a resolution with your student that focuses on how they can better respect themselves or
their peers this year; maybe consider ways in which your student can help their peers feel calm and respectful
during challenging situations.

Responsibility- Work with your student to identify an area of responsibility that they can improve upon. Can
they set a goal for completing projects early? Can they commit to completing chores and homework before
watching TV? What is a way in which they can increase their responsibility this year?

Community- Have your student set a resolution around how they can give back to their community. Consider

setting a goal for increasing their service to organizations such as the library, the fire department, or your local
church.

As always BMS families, thank you for your hard work and diligence. Let’s all resolve to continue to work with
our students in increasing their commitment to being respectful and responsible community-oriented students.

Have a great month!




1-888-4-LC-KITS - PizzaKit.com




EVERYONE LOVES A Classéc

Pepperoni Pizza Kit

Afamily favoritel Enjoy our signature pizza crust topped with our famous sauce, 100% real Mozzarella and Muenster cheeses
and a generous portion of our tasty pepperoni.
Makes three 12"pizzas,

Cheese Pizza Kit

Loaded with our custom blend of
100% real Mozzarella and Muenster
cheeses, this one is loved by both
kids and adults. Plus, it's easy to add
your own toppings to create your
family's favorite recipe.

Makes three 12"pizzas.

$23 - C

Group Earns $6 Profit on Every Kit!

2 PizraKit.com




Peppe/tOrd? YES, PLEASE!

Thin Crust Pizza Kit

A crunchy crust is the foundation for a pizza
taste explosion. You'll savor each bite loaded
with our secret recipe pizza sauce,

100% real Mozzarella and Muenster cheeses
and tasty pepperoni.

Makes three 12”pizzas.

NEW! Pepperoni Cheese Bread Kit

Crispy pepperoni, our signature blend of Mozzarella and Muenster cheeses, Parmesan cheese, and garlic buttery goodness create
a magical fusion of pizza and garlic bread! An anytime treat!
Makes three 10” breads.

238

Order Online at PizzaKit.com

Pizzakitcom 3




SERIOUSLY, SO Deliciows!

Makes 3

|

Italian Cheese Bread Kit

A customer favoritel The mouth-watering flavors of garlic, butter, Parmesan cheese, and our own Italian spices top our custom
blend of 100% real cheeses. A perfect pairing with pasta or salad.
Makes three 10” hreads.

Personal Pepperoni
Pizza Kit

Quick and delicious! Perfect for
after-school snacks, quick meals,
sleepovers, and birthday parties.
Kids have fun making their very own
pizza creation.

Makes nine 6"pizzas,

Visit PizzaKit.com for Ingredient and Allergen Information

4 Pizzakit.com




Crazy Bread® Kit with Crazy Sauce”
Enjoy our world-famous Crazy Bread topped with the delicious flavors of butter, garlic and Parmesan cheese. Served with our

famous Crazy Sauce. A perfect side to our pizza.
Three loaves make 54 Crazy Bread sticks.

DON’T FORGET YOUR 4cceaas’eées!

™
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Pizza Cutter - 2 Pack Pizza Server Paddle

You're sure to have perfect pizza slices every time with Serve pizza like a pro! Our laminated paddle is ideal for

our heavy-duty pizza cutters. Dishwasher safe. making your pizza at home, Paddle is not for use in the oven.
| $20 - CU | $25 - PA |

Order Online at PizzaKit.com

Pirzakil.com 5




l_(gz IS BETTER WITH DESSERT

NEW! Cookie Dough Brownie with M&M’s® MINIS

Calling all chocolate lovers! A fudgy chocolate brownie topped with fluffy cookie dough frosting and
M&M’S® Mini Chacolate Candies. Just unwrap, cut as desired, and enjoy this ready-to-eat confectionery dream!
300z, 4 individually wrapped 7.50z packages.

Chocolate Chunk
Cookie Dough
Premium artisan chocolate chunks

nestled in a chewy, golden cookie. |
This family favorite Is loaded with |

flavor!
Makes 30 Toz. cookies.
$20 - CH

Oatmeal Raisin
Cookie Dough

Homestyle goodness in every
bitel Wholesome oatmeal, plump
raisins, and a hint of cinnamon
make this cookie a winner.
Makes 30 1oz, cookies.

$20 - OR

6 Pizzakit.com
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