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Student enrollment has declined slightly during the past month with a population decline of 1 student 

from our smallest class- grade 7. Student enrollment is at Grade 5: 46; Grade 6: 43; Grade 7: 38; and 

Grade 8: 52. The school is truly prepared for the warmer weather months and a clear sign of that is the 

spring sports season is underway.  

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Testing Administration: Students in grade 8 
participated in the national assessment that serves as the basis of the Nation’s Report Card. NAEP is 
given to a representative sample of students across the country. Results are reported for groups of 
students with similar characteristics (e.g., gender, race and ethnicity, school location), not individual 
students. National results are available for all subjects assessed by NAEP. State and selected urban 
district results are available for mathematics, reading, and (in some assessment years) science and 
writing. Students were notified of this assessment early in the school year and were given opportunity to 
opt-out as desired by parents. Testing took place on February the morning of February 6, 2019.  
(https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard). 

BMS National Junior Honor Society Visits and Delivers to Canterbury Cares Food Pantry: On the 
morning of February 11, 2019; Mrs. Kim Waters and members of the NJHS concluded their winter food 
drive and took the donated items and delivered them to the food pantry. This gave the members a real 
connection to where the donated items end up and the role a local agency has on the community. 

Canterbury Education Foundation Grant Requests: Recently the teachers at BMS have submitted 
various grant requests to the CEF and many were approved and will help support the innovation 
occurring at BMS and will have direct impacting our students. A special education resource room 
requested more active and ergonomic seating to allow students to achieve “active sitting” environment. 
Math teachers requested geometric shape kits to allow for students to put together and see varied ways 
of determining surface area in a manipulative manner. The family consumer science department 
requested an in class tower garden in which to demonstrate and allow students to see the various 
aspects of fruit and vegetable growth and then utilization in the classroom cooking lessons. Grade 5 and 
6 Reading and Science teachers requested the novel The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind for each student 
as they will be conducting a thematic unit among the disciplines. The tech department requested an 
additional 3 dimensional printer as one of the devices in use is in need of major repair. At time of this 
printing, all requests were granted except the 3-d printer as the CEF requested additional information. 
Approximately $2,000 has been shared with the school to support the other projects listed. A great 
thanks to the teachers for pushing innovation and to the CEF for the monetary support. 



Spring 2019 Coaching Assignments: As the spring season approached, the school solidified the coaching 
staff for spring sports. Track will have a boys coach (Tim Simkowski) and a girls coach (Sue Coombs) 
based on numbers and appropriate athlete supervision and management. Softball will have a veteran 
coach return (Jerry Renaud) and also a newcomer to the program but not to coaching (Jon Stringer). 
Baseball welcomes a new head coach (Don Hanks) and our athletic director as assistant (Jim 
Molkenthin). I look forward to a great season for all student athletes. All schedules are posted on the 
school athletic website. 

Trimester #2 Ends, Report Cards, Parent Teacher Conferences: On February 27, 2019 the second 
trimester came to an end. All grades were input and report cards were distributed on Wednesday March 
6, 2019 in advance of the Spring Parent Teacher Conferences. A great turnout from parents was present 
for the conferencing which is a testament to the great school-home connection there is in Canterbury. 

March Faculty Meeting: During the faculty meeting, teachers reviewed and evaluated the student 
accountability and discipline referral data and refocused their efforts on the role of the “anchoring 
adult” as to serve as a tier 2 behavioral support model. Faculty also prepared for the Why Canterbury? 
project as the end of the year is near. 

Why Canterbury? Update: Students had grade level assemblies to review and address the various 
components of the project. This is a project where: 

• Grade 5 students would interview a family member in Canterbury 
• Grade 6 students would interview a senior citizen in Canterbury 
• Grade 7 students would interview a business owner in Canterbury 
• Grade 8 students would interview an employee of the town. 
 
The vision is to have a community event and expo that spotlights the families, seasoned Canterburians, 

businesses and employees of the town. Students would present their findings and learnings to the 

gymnasium filled with townspeople. This event would be followed by a cordial meet and greet for all 

involved and a special recognition to take place. On the morning of April 2, 2019; invited guest speakers 

will be at BMS to answer questions and help students understand the importance of Canterbury and all 

that it has to offer. 

Trimester #2 Honors Awards: On the afternoon of March 19, 2019 students were awarded with Honors 
and High Honors awards certificates. All students are eligible to earn honor roll distinctions. There are two 
categories: High Honors:  student who earns grades of 90% or higher in all subjects and Honors: student 
who earns 80% or higher in all subjects.  
 

Canterbury Invention Convention: During the past several months, Mr. Tim Simkowski has been 

coaching and supporting students who voluntarily have been inventing and bringing their ideas to 

creation. On the evening of March 22, 2019 students presented their ideas and inventions to a judging 

committee. The committee made its decisions and the results are below. The students will head to the 

State Invention Convention on May 4, 2019 at UCONN in Storrs.  

Best Overall Invention: Steevenson Mady (Mailbox Light) 

Best Invention Process: Gray Barbeau (Prunus Persica Pitter) 

Most Practical Invention: Chloe Woodworth (Fidget Pencil) 

Most Original Invention: Teagan Klewin (Magic Mirror) 



Most Effective Invention: Rae Coombs (Book Mate) 

Why Canterbury? Work Day: On the morning of April 2, 2019 members of the community joined with 

BMS students and presented on their role in the community and then fielded questions from students. 

The following agencies were represented: Land Use office, Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Town Library, Ed’s 

Garage, Canterbury Fire Dept., and the Hartford Courant. This will be the first of many work days for 

students as they prepare for the end of the year Why Canterbury? Expo.  

Spring Portraits: On the morning of April 4, 2019, Charleen’s Portrait Studio is back at BMS for Spring 

Picture Day. Charleen’s has been active at BMS with our recent grade 8 graduation portraits and also 

working directly with the students in the yearbook club.  

Grade 6 Visits the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History: On Friday April 5, 2019, the grade 6 

students loaded up on a coach bus and headed to New Haven for a day filled with exhibits and artifacts. 

A great day was had by all and pictures of the day will be posted on the BMS Science Instagram.  

After School Programming: The Baldwin Middle School is entering its’ tenth week offering after school 

programming 2x per week to support students with homework and also offering activities in the gym 

and workout room. The current roster has 44 students attending at least one day per week.  

National Junior Honor Society Induction: On the evening of April 2, 2019, the Happie K. Tracy Chapter of 

the National Junior Honor Society inducted 15 members (8th: 3 and 7th: 12) to join the organization. 

Students are selected first for scholarship.  All candidates must have maintained an 85% 

average for six quarters in all core subjects.  Those who qualify are then voted upon by a faculty 

committee for qualities of citizenship, service, leadership, and character.  All students selected 

must strongly demonstrate excellence in all five qualities.   

Grade 8 Recognition Ceremony: The date has been set for the Class of 2019 Recognition Ceremony. The 

evening of June 7 (Friday, last day of school, half day of instruction) at 6:00pm has been scheduled as 

the culminating event for the Class of 2019. Parents have been notified and invitations are forthcoming.  

Submitted April 2, 2019 RDE 


